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ABSTRACT 


Teacher education is not teaching the teacher how to teach. It is to kindle his initiative, to keep it alive, to minimize the evils of the “hit and miss” process and to save 
time, energy, money and trouble of the teacher and the taught. The necessity of the teacher to perceive that the course in Teacher Education would help him to minimize 
his trouble, and to appreciate that it would save the children from much of the painful process through which he has himself passed. 


Systematic and sincere efforts eventually lead a non competent teacher to enter into the privileged group of competent teachers. In this competitive world, a mere 
academic qualification does not generate any job opportunity in the educational institution Teacher education refers to the policies and procedures designed to equip 
prospective teachers with the knowledge, attitudes, behaviors and skills they require to perform their tasks effectively in the classroom, school and wider community. 
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Introduction 

In today's educational system talent of pupil has touched by multi — dimensional 
scope. The trainee teacher role has also enhanced multifold. This transition in the 
field of education requires a sensitive, critical, and meticulous view. It is felt that 
the transition education system is stepping up with its own pace. However, it is 
felt that scientific and systematic narration of the fact may gear up the momen- 
tum. 


A good teacher can certainly give best result out of the worst system (Parvez, 
2010). He/she is a powerful and abiding influence in the formation of character; 
the influence of a great teacher indirectly extends over many generations. The 
pivot upon which an educational system moves is the personality of the teacher. 
This require not only improving the knowledge and teaching competence of pro- 
spective-teachers but also to inculcate in them healthy professional attitudes and 
desirable teacher like qualities. Therefore, securing the right type of prospective- 
teachers for training is very important. Unless such prospective-teachers are 
found our secondary schools cannot deliver as per our expectations. Therefore, 
for the professional preparation of prospective-teachers, the study of attitudes 
held by them is very important. A positive favourable attitude makes the work not 
only easier but also more satisfying and professionally rewarding. 
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Variables 

¢ Prospective Teacher: Prospective Teacher is also known as “Teaching 
Assistant” to teachers. A Prospective teacher is a student enrolled for the pro- 
fessional degree of Bachelor of Education (B.Ed). 


Studies related to the variable 

¢ NCTE (2001) studied the Teacher Education in Andhra Pradesh. Being a 
state level study, it covered all Teacher Education Institutions in the State at 
primary and secondary levels. It highlighted the present status, its historical 
growth, the organizational set up, roles and functions of these institutions. It 
also studied the strength and weaknesses, problems and issues pertaining to 
academic, financial and professional aspects. It provided databases to the 
Review of Related Literature 35 survey conducted in Andhra Pradesh. The 
findings of the study were: - In colleges of education, there was a dearth of 
lecturers in subject like philosophical foundations and psychological foun- 
dations. The situation in DIETs, CTEs and IASEs in the state appeared to be 
unsatisfactory according to NCTE norms. Hence there was an urgent need to 
recruit the staff members to satisfy the requirement of manpower planning as 
also to have an effective and efficient teacher education system in the state 


¢ Gabbard (2003) studied the teacher education programs engaged in profes- 
sional schools: A study of organizational change. As unique forms of school- 
college partnerships, Professional Development Schools (PDS) facilitated 
shared responsibility between teacher education programs and school for: 
(1) the clinical preparation of new teacher, (2) professional developments of 
school-and university-based faculty, (3) the support of children's learning 
and (4) inquiry aimed at simultaneously improving teaching and learning in 
both school and college environments. Few studies explore the changes 
within colleges and universities that contribute to the institutionalization of 
such partnerships. Aimed at understanding how change occurs within higher 
education, this study examined the organizational culture, curriculum, and 
patterns of inquiry of three different teacher education sites in Professional 
Development Schools relationship. Institutionalized change was studied 
using Goodman and Dean's (1984) five facets of institutionalization: knowl- 
edge of behavior, performance of behavior, preferences for the behavior, nor- 
mative consensus, and values. Qualitative in nature, the study triangulated 
in-depth interviews and a cross- section of individuals from three established 
PDS sites and with an examination of related explanatory documents. The 
extant literature available on each of the sites was analyzed. Using a compar- 
ative case study approach, the study identified unique institutional elements 
as well as mutual themes across the three sites, revealing the complexities of 
PDS engagement for teacher education and implications for change in higher 
education as a whole. Findings indicate that significant alteration in the orga- 
nizational culture, curriculum and patterns of inquiry contribute to the devel- 
opment and institutionalization of PDSs. Change in colleges with estab- 
lished PDSs is reciprocal, complementary, predictive, and visionary. 


¢ Teaching Attitude: An attitude is an important concept to understand 
human behaviour. As behaviour is composed of many attributes and one of 
these important attributes is attitude. 


Studies related to the variable 

¢ Naik and Pathy (1997) reiterated that female science teachers have more posi- 
tive attitude towards teaching than male counterparts. Poozhikuth (1989) 
also stressed that female teachers have more favorable attitude towards 
teaching than male teachers. Ghosh and Bairagya (2010) in their study con- 
cluded that female secondary teachers possess more favorable attitudes 
towards teaching profession than male teachers. Benjamin et al. (2011) also 
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supported this view that female student teachers had more favorable attitude 
towards teaching profession than male student teachers. 


¢ Devi (2005) found that success in teaching field depends upon two prime 
factorsattitude towards profession and job satisfaction. Suja (2007) also con- 
firmed similar findings. According to him, attitude towards profession, inter- 
est in profession and teaching experience influence job commitment of the 
teacher. Mathai (1992) in his study emphasised that attitude towards profes- 
sion and success in teaching are correlated to each other. In another study, 
Cornelius (2000) revealed that intelligence, attitude towards teaching and 
academic achievement of teacher trainee cast impression on their compe- 
tence. Gynanduru and Kumar (2007) established that over achievers and 
average achievers possess more favourable attitude towards teaching in com- 
parison to under achievers. Pushpam (2003) confirmed positive relationship 
between women teachers' attitude towards teaching and job environment. 


When the student is 
ready the teacher will 
appear. 
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¢ Epistemological Concepts: Epistemology is the study of the nature and 
scope of knowledge and justified belief. It analyzes the nature of knowledge 
and how itt relates to similar notions such as truth, belief and justification. 


Study related to the variable 

e Epistemological beliefs consist of a persons core beliefs about the nature of 
knowledge and how knowledge is acquired and peripheral beliefs about 
learning (Brownlee, Boulton-Lewis, & Purie, 2002; Hofer and Pintrich, 
1997). These beliefs can be naive, in which “truth is certain, absolute and 
able to be transferred by an authority” or more sophisticated, in which “truth 
is relative, changing, and actively constructed by the individual” (Brownlee, 
et al., p.1). Educational research on teacher beliefs suggests that 
epistemological beliefs influence reasoning, interpretation of knowledge, 
and monitoring of cognition (Brownlee, et al., 2002; Hofer & Pintrich, 1997; 
Pajares, 1992). This educational research provides several implications rele- 
vant to concerns in science education. 


Findings in the literature indicated that epistemological beliefs were related 
to variables such as achievement motivation, learning approaches (Cano, 
2005; Kizilgunes, Tekkaya ve Sungur, 2009), motivation and learning 
(Buehl ve Alexander, 2005; Cavallo, Rozman, Blickenstaff ve Walker, 
2003; Paulsen ve Feldman, 1999), study strategies and problem solving 
(Phillips, 2001), learning styles and reflective thinking (Phan, 2008), aca- 
demic performance (Schommer, 1993). 


Rationale of the Studies 

Since educational training is a professional course, skills and strategies are more 
the immediate need then extensive theoretical framework of the curriculum. 
Thus the trainee, in their mutual perspectives relating in the course differ con- 
spicuously from each other. Again teaching profession being simultaneously 
dynamic and prosperous in nature has fascinated a large section of the society to 
adopt teaching job as their lifetime career. 


¢ Osunde& Izevbigie (2006) revealed that teachers are not well financially 
remunerated and they are looked down upon because of delay in payment of 
salaries and allowances, thereby having a lost of sense of belonging. This sit- 
uation has resulted in the low esteem and status of the teachers and the teach- 
ing profession in the society. Poor conditions of service, wider negative 
influence and teacher's negative personal and professional behavior are criti- 
cal factors responsible for teachers' low status. 


Shah & Thoker (2013) reported that there is significant difference between 
teaching attitude of government and private secondary school teachers, and 
government secondary school teachers have higher teaching attitude 
towards their teaching profession as compared to private secondary school 
teachers. 
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Statement of the Problem 
A Cross — Context Longitudinal Study of Epistemological Concepts and 
Teaching Attitude Among Prospective Teachers. 


Variables: 
¢ Dependent Variable: Prospective Teachers 


¢ Independent Variable's: Epistemological Concepts and Teaching Attitude 
Objectives 
¢ To determine the relationship between epistemological concepts and teach- 


ing attitude among prospective teachers. 


¢ To compare the attitudes of prospective teachers studying in private B.Ed 
institutions towards teaching profession. 


¢ To compare the attitudes of female and male prospective teachers towards 
teaching profession. 


Hypothesis 
¢ There is no significant relationship between epistemological concepts and 


teaching attitude among prospective teachers. 


¢ There is no significant relationship between attitudes of prospective teachers 
studying in private B.Ed institutions towards teaching profession. 


e There is no significant relationship between the attitudes of female and male 
prospective teachers towards teaching profession. 


Design and Methodology 
Experimental Research 


Population 
In the present study the prospective teachers studying in private institution of 
Jhajjar District constitute the target population. 


Sample 
The sample has been taken 50 prospective teachers in one college. 


Tool used in study 
¢ Attitude Scale of Creative Teaching : R.P. Shukla 


¢ Test of Knowledge Art for Teacher: R. Sharma 

Techniques 

The following statistical techniques have been used for data analyses and inter- 
pretation of results: 

¢ Measures of Central Tendency - Mean 


¢ Measures of Central Variability - Standard Deviation 


¢ Test of Significance —(a) One Way Analysis of Variance, (b) Two Way Anal- 
ysis of Variance and (c) 'T' Test. 


Delimitations 
The study will delimited to:- 


¢ This study focused only teaching aptitude of 50 students of one college in 
Haryana. 


¢ As the population and sample is taken from specific region of Delhi NCR, it 


cannot be universalized as the sample comes from similar region of Hindi 
speaking belt coming from middle and high middle income group. 


International Education & Research Journal [IERJ] 


Research Paper 


REFERENCES 


ii 


ies) 


- 


al 


ae 


Pajares, M. F. (1992). Teachers' beliefs and educational research: Cleaning up a messy 
construct. Review of Educational Research, 62(3), 307— 332.\ Pajares, M. F. (1992). 
Teachers' beliefs and educational research: Cleaning up a messy construct. Review of 
Educational Research, 62(3), 307—332. 


Abd-El-Khalick, F., Bell, R.L., & Lederman, N.G. (1998). The nature of science and 
instructional practice: Making the unnatural natural. Science Education, 82(4), 417- 
436. 


Nettle, E. B. (1998). Stability and change in the beliefs of student teachers during prac- 
tice teaching. Teaching and Teacher Education, 14(2), 193-204. 


Brownlee, J., Boulton-Lewis, G., & Purdie, N. (2002). Core beliefs about knowing and 
peripheral beliefs about learning: Developing an holistic conceptualization of 
epistemological beliefs. Australian Journal of Educational & Developmental Psychol- 
ogy 

Bendixen, L., and Hartley, K. (2003). Successful Learning with Hypermedia: The Role 
of Epistemological Beliefs and Metacognitive Awareness. Journal of Educational Com- 
puting Research, 28(1), 15-30. 


Anne, M. M. C., Paul, R. P., Ioanna, V. and Delena, H. (2004). Changes in 
Epistemological Beliefs in Elementary Science Students. Contemporary Educational 
Psychology, 29(5), 186-204. 


Buehl, M.M., & Alexander, P.A. (2005). Motivation and Performance Differences in 
Students' Domain-Specific Epistemological Belief Profiles. 


American Educational Research Journal, 42 (4), 697-726 


Watzke,J. (2007). Longitudinal research on beginning teacher development: Complex- 
ity as a challenge to concerns based stage theory. Teaching and Teacher Education, 
23,106-122.doi:10.1016/j.tate.20016.04.001 


International Education & Research Journal [IERJ] 


E-ISSN No : 2454-9916 | Volume: 2 | Issue: 11 | Nov 2016 





